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Background

Tubal ectopic pregnancy accounts for approximately 1% of all
pregnancies. Term tubal pregnancy, however is extremely
rare. Review of the literature revealed that at least over 12
cases of term tubal pregnancy have been reported. Most
of them were published in the 1950s [1-11]. The most
recent article on this subject was published in 2007 [12].
We present a case of a tubal pregnancy with a macerated
fetus inside.

Method

Patient was a 32-year-old woman, G3P2, with an abdom-
inal mass, and amenorrhea of 2-year duration. She lived in
a rural area with no medical facility. Knowing about the
upcoming visit of a consulting gynecologist (IAB), she and
other potential patients gathered at the entrance of a
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hospital in Marwa City, Cameron to be selected by local
nurses for examination. Physical examination revealed a
hard abdominal mass filling almost the entire abdominal
cavity. Due to the limited facilities, medical imaging was
not available. At laparotomy, we found a macerated fetus in
a hugely distended left fallopian tube. The uterus was
normal and separated from the tube. The right tube and
ovaries were normal. The fetus was delivered and a left
salpingectomy was performed.

Findings

Our patient underwent surgery at a small hospital with
limited facilities in Cameron. The hospital has no
imaging or pathology services. In any event, our
operative finding was clear. The fetus was inside an
extremely distended and thin-walled fallopian tube
(Fig. 1). A differential diagnosis in this case would
include pregnancy in a rudimentary uterine horn, abdom-
inal pregnancy, or healed ruptured term uterine pregnancy.
We performed a thorough intra-operative examination and
found no evidence of any uterine anomaly whatsoever. In
addition, the uterus was completely normal and the
abdominal cavity was free from any adhesions.

The only information that could be incorrect is the
duration of pregnancy. She gave a history of amenorrhea of
2-year duration. This was obtained through two translators;
one of them was a medical student. A recall bias is a
possibility. Patient could not provide any information about
the feeling of fetal movement.

The finding of a macerated fetus suggests that fetal death
occurred long before her presentation to the hospital. In
addition, she had never experience labor pain. One of the
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Fig. 1 A macerated fetus in a hugely distended left fallopian tube.
The uterus was normal and separated from the tube

risks of retained fetal death is the occurrence of dissemi-
nated intravascular coagulation that can occur in 12.7% in
cases [13]. Despite living in a destitute place with limited
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medical facilities, our patient did not appear to experience
any coagulation disorder.

Over three million stillbirths occur each year worldwide
[14, 15] If the rate of stillbirths in the US is 6.2 of 1,000
total births [16], the rates in developing countries are much
higher; for example the still birth rate in Congo is 30 of
1,000 births [17, 18] Our patient had had a macerated fetus
inside the fallopian tube.

Conclusion

Our case report suggests that although extremely rare, term
tubal pregnancy can still be encountered in a place with
limited medical facilities.

References

1. Waltz JH (1950) Term tubal pregnancy. A case report. North
Carolina. Med J 11:634-637
2. Myelin TW, Randall LM (1951) Intratubal term pregnancy
without rupture: review of the literature and presentation of
diagnostic criteria. Am J Obstet Gynecol 61:130
3. O'Connell CP (1952) Full-term tubal pregnancy. Am J Obstet
Gynecol 63:1305-1311
4. Frachtman KG (1953) Unruptured tubal term pregnancy. Am J
Surg 85:161
5. Gustafson GW, Bowman HE, Stout FE (1953) Extrauterine
pregnancy at term. Obstet Gynecol 2:17
6. Vaish R (1959) Term tubal pregnancy with survival of mother and
infant. Am J Obstet Gynecol 77:1309—1311
7. Kent JF (1963) Term tubal pregnancy. Aust NZ J Obstet Gynaecol
41:139-141
8. Marais OA (1962) Full-term tubal pregnancy with retention of
skeleton for ten months. S Afr Med J 36:327-328
9. Schokman CM (1966) Advanced tubal pregnancy: a case of survival
of mother and baby. Aust NZ J Obstet Gynaecol 6:171, 13
10. Maas DA, Slabber CF (2007) Diagnosis and treatment of
advanced extrauterine pregnancy. S Afr Med J 1975:49
11. Augensen K (1983) Unruptured tubal pregnancy at term with
survival of mother and child. Obstet Gynecol 61:259-260
12. Huang SC, Hsu TY (2007) Term tubal pregnancy with a live born
and healthy baby. Pediat Dev Pathol 10:69-71
13. Angelov A (1989) Intravascular coagulation in relation to
pregnancy and delivery. Zentralbl Gynékol 111(17):1169-1175
14. Say L, Donner A, Gulmezoglu AM et al (2006) The prevalence of
stillbirths: a systematic review. Reprod Health 3:1
15. Stanton C, Lawn JE, Rahman H et al (2006) Stillbirth rates:
delivering estimates in 190 countries. Lancet 367:1487
16. MacDorman MF, Kirmeyer S (2009) Fetal and perinatal mortality,
United States, 2005. Natl Vital Stat Rep 57:1
17. McClure EM, Nalubamba-Phiri M, Goldenberg RL (2006)
Stillbirth in developing countries. Int J Gynaecol Obstet 94:82
18. McClure EM, Wright LL, Goldenberg RL et al (2007) The global
network: a prospective study of stillbirths in developing countries.
Am J Obstet Gynecol 197:247



	Retained term tubal ectopic pregnancy
	Background
	Method
	Findings
	Conclusion
	References



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 600
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /DEU <FEFF004a006f0062006f007000740069006f006e007300200066006f00720020004100630072006f006200610074002000440069007300740069006c006c0065007200200037000d00500072006f006400750063006500730020005000440046002000660069006c0065007300200077006800690063006800200061007200650020007500730065006400200066006f00720020006f006e006c0069006e0065002e000d0028006300290020003200300031003000200053007000720069006e006700650072002d005600650072006c0061006700200047006d006200480020>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


